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THE BYRON SCANDAL.

N——
Lord Byren's Side of the Question  What the
‘ountess Gondecloll mavs on the Subleet

Asapart of the history of the seandalous story
set afloat by Mrs, Stowe, we gmive the follow-
ing comments upon Lady Byron by the
Countess Guiccioli.  As it was the publieation
of this lady's reminiscences that gave Mrs.
Btowe her cune, the public will of conrse
wish to know what she said on this particalar
subject: —

Lord Byron's marringe exercised such a
deplorable inflnence over his deatiny, that it
i impossible to speak of it snccinetly, and
withont entering into details; for this one
great misfortune proved the froitful source
of all others. If we were permitted to be-
Heve that Providence somotimes abaudons
men here below to the influence of an evil
gening, we might well coneeive this banefal
intervention in the ease of Lord Byron's con.
iiug:ul unjon, and all the circumstances that
ed to it.

It was but a few months after having re
turned from his travels in the East that Loxd
Byron published his fivst eantos of **Childe
Harold,"” and obtained trinmphs a4 an orator
in the House of Lords. Presenting himsalf
thus for the first Ume to the |I!li1'[l|'. -
rounded by all the prestiye belonging to n
handsome person, mank and youth—in a word,
with such an assemblage of gualitios ns nre
seldom, if ever, found united in one person—
he imsuediately becamo the idol of England.
The encwies created by his hoyish sative, and
nugmented by the jenlousy his sucoess could
not fail to eonuse, now id themselves like
those vile insects that slink back into their
holes on the first appearance of the sun's rays,
ready fo ereep ont again when fogs and dprk-
ness return,  Living, then, in the midst of
the great world, in the closest intimacy with
many of the fair sex, and witnessing the small
amonnt of wedded happiness enjoyed by aris-
tocratic l.'nlllrlv-\ within his observation, intendd-
ing also to wing his Hight eventually towards
climes mwore in unison with his tastes, he no
longer felt that attraction for marriage which
]l!' l]“l’ l-\]ll'l'itfill'i-ti i[l. |1rn_\'hrllul ||||.’l< st
youths), and he suid, quite sevionsly, that if
hig consin, George Byron, would marry, he,
on his lm]‘t. would \\i“i.ll;.:i.\ engige uot to
enter into wedloek,  Dut his friends saw with
regret that his eyes were still seeking throngh
English elouds the blue skies of the East, and
that he was kept in perpetual agitation by the

foir ones vast themsolves athwart
hig path, themselves at his head
when not ot his feet,  Vainly did he distort
himself, give it to the prblic as o
true “Childe 1 dgn bimself; his
frionds knew tl i wis overflowing

with tenderns ey conld not thus be
duped. 1f he had wirhed to enll some flowers
idly. for the snke of seattering their leaves to
the hreozo. as vouth so often does, this sort
of amusement would have Leen diffienlt for
hini: for the find lndies of his choive, if onee
they sneceeded in inspiving him with some
kind of tender feeling, fastened themselves
upsn bimin such o pascionate way that his
freedom becune by shackled, and they
genevally ended by making the publie the
('m-'ra'rr'unf of their secret.

Lord Byron had some ndventures that
bronght him annoyance and griefl. They
made bim fall into low \'pirl::—' a sort of

moral apathy and indifference for everything,
His best friends. and the wisestamong them,
thonglit that the snrest way of settling him in
I'.'.u;_;lh:ul and cotting him out of the serapes
into which he was being dragged by fomale
enthusgigsm wonld be for him to marry, and
they advised him to it pertinncionsly.  Lord
Byron, ever docile to the voice of affection,
did not repel the connsels given: but he made

them well nnderstand that he should marry
from reason rather than choice. :
* + * And so he warried Miss Mill-

banke, * % * I_-;!L'.'\' !’-5'11“1 P wsesHad one
of those minds clever at rensoning, but weak
in judgment; that ecan renson much without

Byron took the resolution of separating from
him. She had left London at the end of
Jantary on a visit to her parents in Leicoster-
shire, and Lord Byron was to join har there
soom after. They hnd parted with mutual
demonstrations of attachment and good nn-
derstanding. On the journcy Lady Byron
wrote a letter to her husband, conched in
playful, affectionate lnngnage. Whal, then,
must have been his astonishment when, di-
rectly after her arrival at Kirby Mallory, her
father, Sir Ralph, wrote to toll Lord Byron
that his donghter wns going to remain with
them, and wonld return to him no more?"

This nnexpected stroke fall heavily upon
bia. The pecnniary embarrassments grow-
ing up since his murriage (for he had already
undergons eight or nine executions in his
own house) had then reached their elimax,
He was then, to use his own encrgefic expros.
sion, “‘alone at lis henrth, his penates trans.
fixed aronnd;” and then was he also con.
demmed to recvive the unnceonntable intelli-
genco that the wife who had just parted from
him in the most affectionnte manner had
abandoned him foraver,

His state of mind eannot be told, nor, per-
haps, be imagined. Still he deseribes it in
some passages of his letters, showing at the
sumo time the fivoness, dignity, and strength
of mind that always distingnished him,

= = * Jf wewore lo enter into a polemic
on this subject, or simply to make consdion.
tious resenrches, there wonld bhe many chanoes
of proving in opposition to the axlom that
tho fanlt of these great won lay in the bad
choice of their helpmates,  In trath, if there
hiive beon a Germina Donati and a Milbanke,
we alio find in ancient times o Calpurnia and
n Portia moong the wives of great men; nnd,
in modern times, wives of poets who have
been the honor of their sex, ln'u:l!! of their
husbandg, nud living only for tham,  Ouaght
not these exnmples at lepst to destroy the
abwolute nature of the theory, making it at
best eonditional # The larper number of gront
men, it is troe, did not marry, Of this nnm-
Ler we find Michael Angelo, “:t]rlll"l. Po-
trareh. Ariosto, Corvantes, Voltaire,
Pope, Alfieri, and Canova, and many others
among the poets and philosophers, Bacon,
Ni'\\fll]i. |iu1j1<-u‘ Desenrtes, “'.l‘\'li". li'lll.‘
Leibnite,

What does that prove if not that they either
would not or could not marry, but certainly
not that 1|'.<l_\' were i!tl-ul:ul-it- of being good
husbands? DBesides, na thousand enuses—
apart from the fear of being unhappy in
domestic life, considerations of fortnne, prior
asttnchments, eto.—muy have prevented them,
Bui as to Lord Byron, atl least, it is still more

Tasso,

cortain with regard to him than to any other
that he might have been ll;’l}s!'l'-' had he made

a better choice; if cirenmstances had only
beon tolernble, ns he himself SAYS, Liord |
Byron hid none of those faunlts that often

disturb harimor v, becansi the y it the wile's
virfue to too great a trial, If the best dispo-
sition, tll'l'lr'!'t.iiilf.' o n tlt't‘ll mwmoralist, is that
which gives much and exaets nothing, then
asstiredly his deserves to be so charoterized.
Lord Byron exacted nothing for himself.
Moreover, disenssion, contradiction, tensing,
were insupportable to hiw: his amiable, jost-
ing way even precluded them,  In all the cir-
cnmstances and afl the details of his life he
displayed that high generosity, that contempt
of petty, selfish, material ealoulations so wall |
adapted for gaining hearts in general, and
espeeinlly those of women.,  Add to that the
prestige belonging to his great beanty, his |
wit, his grace, and it will be easy to under- |
stand the love he must have inspired as soon |
|

as he became known,

* = * And now let us hasten to add that
althongh Lord Byron was nof in love with
Miss Milbanke he had no dislike to her per-
son, for she was rather pretty and pleasing in
appearance. Her reputation for moral and
intellectual qualities standing on such a high |
pedestal, Lord Byron naturally conceived thaf
esteem might well suffice to replace tendor-
ness, It is certain that if she had lent her-
self to it more, and if circumstances had only
been endurable, their union might have pre-

being reasonable, to use the words of a great
[ﬂlilnm_ilrl’lil'ui Iunl‘uiial of onur l,i;;),'; one ol
those minds that act as if life were a problemn
in jurisprudence or geometry: who argne,
distinguish, and by dint of syllogisms deceive
themselves learnedly, She always deceived |
herself in this way sbout Lord Byron. When |
she was  ancienfe, and her confine- |
ment drawing near, the storm contioned to
gather above Ler husband's head. Te was in
correspondence with Moore, then absent from
London, Moore's apprelisusions with regard
to the happiness likely to result from a union |
that had never appeared suitable in bis eyes
bhad nevertheless ealmed down on receiving

letters from Lord Byron that exspressed satis- |

faction, Yet during the first days of what is
vulgarly termed the “honeymoon” Lord
Byron sent Moore some very malancholy
verses, to be get to musice, said be, and which
began thus:—
There's not a joy the world can give like that it takes
AWNY.

Moore had already felt some vagne dis-

quietude, and he asked why he allowed his

| brought np &s an objection to what we have

| written, nmmely, her resolution of not return-

sented the snme character common to most
aristoeratic conples in England, and that even
Lord Byron might have been able to act from
virtne in default of fecling: but that little
requisite for him was wholly wanting, Iis
celebrated and touching “*Farewell” might be

just advanced. It wmight be said that the
word sincerve is a proof of love, and insinecere
a proof of falsehor ul.  Lastly, that in all
cases there was a want of delicacy and refine-
ment in thos confiding his domestie troubles
to the publie. Well, all that would be ill-
founded, unjust, and contrary to truth, This
is the truth of the matter. Lord Byron had
just been informed that Lady Byron, having
sent off by post the letter wherein she con-
firmed all l{ml her father, Bir Ralph, had

ing to the conjugal voof, had afterwards
caused this letter to be songhi for, and on its
being restored had given way to almost mad

demonstrations of joy, Could he see aught
else in this account, save n certainty of the
evil influences weighing on her, aud making

mind to dwell on such sorrowful ideas 7 Lord | her act in contradiction - to her renl senti.
|

Byron replied that he hind written these verses
on learning the death of o friend of his child-
hood, the Duke of Dorsel, and as his subse.-
quent letters were full of jests Moore became
reassnred. Lord Byron sald he was happy,
and so he was: for Lady Byron, not bemg

jealons then, continued to be gentle and
amiable,
“But these indientions of a contentod heart

soon ceased,  His mention of the partner of
his home bectme more mre and formal, and
there was observable, 1 thonght, throngh
some of his letters o feeling of unguiet and
weariness that brought back all those gloowy
ant.ici%)aliuun “hirl‘:l I had from the first folt
regarding his fate,

Abuve all, there were exprossions in his
letters that seemed of sad augury., For in.
glapee, in announecing the birth of his little

irl, Lord Byron said he was absorbed in five
Eunrh‘(!d contradictory contemplations, al-
though he had only one single object in view,
which would probably come to nothing, as it
mostly happens with all we desire. “‘Dut
pnever mind,” he said, “'as somebody says,
‘for the blue sky bends over all,' I only
could be glad if it bent over me where it is a
little bluer, like skyish top of bine Olympus.”

On reading this lettor, dated the hith of
January, full of aspirations after a blue sky,
Moore was strnck with the tone of melan-
choly pervading it; and knowing that it was
Lord Byron's habit when under the pressure
of sorrow and uneasiness to seek relief in ex-
pressing his yearnings after freedom and after
other climes, he wrote to him in these terms
—%Do vou know, my dear Byron, there was
something in your last letter—a sort of mys-
tery, as well as & want of your usual elasticity
of spirits—which has lnulF upon my mind
un;}‘mmtly ever since. long to be near
you, that I might know how yon really look
and feel, for these letters tell nothing, and
one word, o gualty’ ecoki, is worth whole
reams of correspondence, But only do tell
me you are lu?a?ier than that letter has led
mé to fear, and 1 shall be satisfied,

o1t was,” says Moore, ‘‘only o fow weeks

after the exchange of these lottery that Lady

ments ¥ He pitied her then a8 a vietim,
thought of all the virtues said to crown her,
the ilusive belief in which he was far than
from having lost: he forgot the wrongs she
had inflicted on him—the spying she had
kept up around him, the calumnies sproad
ngninst him, the wie ghe had made of the lot-
ters abstracted from his desk, Yos, all was
forgotten by his generons heart; and aceordi
to custom heevenwent sofaras to acense
self —to see in the vietim only his wife, the
mother of his little Ada! Under this excite-
ment he was walking about at night in his
solitary apartments, snd suddenly chanced Lo
wrceive in gome corner different things that
Lml belonged to Lady DByron—dresses aud
other articles of attire, It is woll known how
much the sight of these inanimate memeontocs
has power to enll up recollections even fo
ordinary imaginations. What, thon, must
have been the vividness with which they
acted on an imagination like Lord Byron'ss
His hicart softened toward her, and he recol.
lected that one day, under the intluence of
sorrows which well nigh robbed him of con-
sciousness, he had answered her harshly,
Thinkimg himself in the wrong, and full of
the anguish that all these reflections and o).
jects excited in his breast, he allowed hig
tears to flow, and, snatching o pen, wrote
down that tonching sffusion, which somewlut
ensed his suffering.

The next day one of hix friends foun
these beautiful verses on his desk, g
ing of Lady Byron's heart and
publie according to his own, he im
gave them to the world. Thuos 5:::1(.1:1121:;
more doubt Lord Byron's »-im-.;-my in writing
them than we oan acouse him of publishing
them. But what may cause astonishment is
that they could possibly have been ill-inter-
preted, as they were: and, above nll, that this
touching “Farewell"—which made Madame
de Btael say she wonld gladly have been un-
lmpp{. like Lady Byron, to draw it forth—
that it should not have bud power to rescus
her bheart from its apathy and bring her to
the feet of her husband, or at least into his

arms, Let us add, in conclusion, that the

and judg-
that of the

most atrocions part of this affair, and doubt
less the most wounding for him, waa pre-
cisely Lady Byron's conduct, and in this con-
duot the worst was her eruel silenco !

Bhe hus been called, after his words, the

moral Clytemnestra of her husband. Such a
surname i severe; but the repugnance we
feol to condemning a woman eannot prevent
our listening to the veoice of justice, which
tells us that the comparison is still in favor of
the guilty one of antiguity. For she, driven
to erime by fierce passion overpowering roi-
son, at lenst only deprived her huasband of
physical life, and in committing the deed ex-
sored hemsolfl to all its consequences; while
andy Byron left her husband at the very mo-
ment that she saw him struggling amid a
thousand shoals in the stormy ses of embar-
rassments oreated by his marrings, and pre-
cisely when he more than ever requirad
a friendly, tendor, and indulgent hand to save
him from the tempests of life. Besides, sho
shut herself up in silonce o thousand times
more eruel than Clytemnestra's poniard, that
only killed the body; wheroas Lady Byron's
silence was destined to kill the soul. and such
n sonl, leaving the door open to ealmnny and
making it to be supposed that her silence was
wngoauimity destined to cover over frightful
wrongs, perhaps even depravity In vain did
he, feeling his conscience at ease, implore
some inguiry and examination,  Sho refused,
and the 'fll]_\‘ favor she ;.’_I'[lhh"l him wns to
send him, one fine day, two porsons to see
whether he wera not mad. Happily Lord
“_\'I'l'll nl'll'\' discovered at a later lu-lell the
purport of this strange visit,

In vain did Lord Byron's friend, the com-
panion of all his travels, throw lnu_l—n-l! nt
Lady Byron's feel, imploring her to give over
this fatal silence, The only reply she deigned
was, that had thounght him mad. And
why, then, had she Believed him mal?  De-
she, a mothodical, inflexible woman,
with that uwnbendingness which a profound
meralist cnlls the wordhip rendered to pride
]._\' n ]'.-l'l‘i!.__r_'_ll-riw sonl: becnuse she oould not
understand the possibility of tastes and habits
different to those of ordinary routine, or of
her own starched life! Not to be hungry
when she was; not to sleep at night, but to
write while she was slecping, and to sleep
when she was np: in short, to gratify the
requirements of material and intellectnal life
nt hours different to hers—all that was not
nn-r'-l.\' annt :\'i‘ll:,; for her, bhut it must be mad-
dess; orif not, it betokened depravity that she
conld neither submit to nor tolerate withont
imperilling her own morality!

sl

Chlse

Such was the grand sceret of the crnel
silence which exposed Lord Byron to the
TSt ]l':lh_’ eant |I]f<"i'ji:l tntions to all the
chltimny and e venga ol his enemies, T

was perhiaps the only womnn in the world €0
strangely organized—the only one, perhaps,
capuble of not feeling lm;nin‘\' and proud at he-
l‘r'l:_!'ili‘_'_ O B man superior lo the rest of hu-
munity; and fatally was it deereed that this
wornan alone of her species should be Lord
Byron's wife!

Befure elosing this chapter it remains for
ns to examine if it be true. 08 several of his
biographers have pretended, that he wished
to be reunited to his wife, We must here
declare that Lord Byron's intention, in the
last vears of his life, was, on the conteary,
nof to see Lady Byron again,

= % % Tord Byron has remained nnap-
preciated as a man and unfaivly jodged as a
poet. One ealls him the poet of evil: an-
other the bard of sorrow. Dut no! Lord
“}'l‘u!l wis not l.')'.l‘ll'l.hi.\‘l'l_\' either the one or
the other. He was the poet of the sonl, just
s Hhiakt‘hlu'lnl' wins before him, Lord “_\'1‘- M1
i writing never had in view virtue rather
than vice, To take his stand as a teacher of
humanity, at his age, would have seemad
ridignlous to him, After having chosen snub-
jeets in harmony with his genius and a point
of view favorable to his poetic tempernment,
which especially required to throw off the
yoke of artificial passions and of weak, frivo-
lous sentiments, what he really endeavored
wis to be powerfully and energetically true.
He thonght that trath ought always to have
precedence over everything else—that it was
the source of the beautiful in art, as well as
of all good in sonls, To him lies were evil
and vice; truth was good and virtue. As a
poet, then, he was the bard of the soul and of
truth; and, as a wan, all those who knew him
and all those who read his works must pro-
elaim him the poet who has come nearest to
the idenl of truth and sincerity.

And now, after having stndied this groat
soul under every aspect, if there were in
happy England men who should esteem them-
selves higher in the scple of virtue than Lord
Byron, beeause having never been troubled
in their belief, either through eircumstances
or the nature of their own mind, they never
admitted or expressed any doubt: bocsuse
they are the happy husbands of those charm-
ing, indulgent, admirable women to be found
in England, who love and forgive so much;
becaune, being rich, they have not refused
some trifle out of their superflnity to the
poor; hecause, proud and happy in privileges
bhestowed by their constitution, they have
never bloned those in power, If  these
prosperous ones decmed themselves superior
to their great fellow-citizen, would it be illibe.
ml in them to express now a differont
opinion?  Might we not, withont rashiness,
athirm that they should rather hold themselves
honored in tho virtue and glory of their illus-
trous countrymmn, humbly acknowledzing
that their own greater happiness is not the
work of their own hands ?

In addition to the statements of the Countess
Guiccioli, we give the following partienlars
with regurd to the diffically between Byron
and his wife, "

of the facts

Lady Byron's own stulement
of

the case are interestin

whether as n|1‘:'||lnq-;ltj'.|lg__{ Mrs, Blowe's st vy !

or not:

THE KREPMARATION.

The circunmstances of the :‘t-ir:lr.-:lin-'a Ligs-
tween Lord Byron and his wife are tolerably
well known.  He never loved her, and ot the
time of the birth of their danghter, Augnsia
Ada, he treated her, as he himself testifios,
with neglect and eruelty. The child was born
on the 10th of December, 1515. On the Gih
of the next month Lady Byron recsived a
written request from her husband that she
ghonld leave London immediately. Moore
gives the following account of what followed:

01t was n fow weeks after the latter communicn-
tion between us that Lady Byroh adopted the r.,_....m;
tlon of parting from him, She had lt'II',I.qu_i-mAu“
the latter end of Japuery, ou  VIsit o her fathier
house in Leleestorshive, and Lord Byron wus |ulgI
short time to follow her, They had yarted In ]t u.;
utmost kindness, She wrote him s letter full o
playrainess and aftection on tha rnu-l:_und.lunln;lnf‘l;
ately en her arrival at Kirby Mallory, hi ll l.a1 :rh
wrote to acquaint Lond Dyrou that she would ret
10 him vo more”

A fuller explanation of the affair _mhm;-';n
in the statement of Lady Byron, pnblﬁ» od in
1850, and quoted by Mrs. Stowe. 8 ud::au
tions that her departure was io ROOOT: mlm
with her husband’s commands. She thought
him insane—her imrl‘amioml being derived,
in & great measure, from the communications
made to her by his nearest relatives and per-
sonal aftendant, she herself bhaving (q HOmo
time seen little of him, Bhe copsulted Dr,

Baillio, who, without seeing his lordship, ad-
vised her, a8 sn sxperiment, to treat him with
all possible mildness and complaisance, . That
wis the reason why she wrote to himina
playful and tender strain. Afterwards she
requested Dy, Baillio and Dr. Lushington to
have an interview with the poet, for the pur.
pose of dl’h'nnining his stato of mind, Byron's
pecount of their visit was ag follows: —

1 hd boen snot up in a dark street tn London
writing “The Slege of Corinth,” and had refuged
mysell Lo evary one til It wiue Anished, 1 was sur-

rised one day by a doctor and A lawyer aimost

oreing themseives gt the same thne infto my room
I did pot know thi afterwnrds the real object of their
visit, 1 thonght thelr questions singular, frivolons,
und somewhat (mportanate, if not fmpertinent ; but
what should 1 have thought I 1 had known thut they
ware sont to provide proors of my insanity?T | h_Ll\ll
o doubt thet my answers (o theae emigsaries in-
terrogations were not very rational or consistent,
for my impgination was heated by other things; bt
Dr Balllle ¢could not conselentiousiy make moe ot 4
cortiffcate for Bedlim, and perhaps the law yer gave
#more fuvarnhie report o his employers,  The docs
tor sabd ufterwands he had been told that 1 aiwiirs
Inokedd down when Lady Iyron bent her eves on
me, and exhibited other svmpt alivinfaliibie,
particulary those that marked lnto
8O #trongly. y !

In “Don Jusn,”
seribos the affalr senin:
oy Ineg onlled some drogoists and phys

Ring s cilse

canto 1. stanza 27, ho de-

And trleid 1o prove her lJoving lovd was wn
But as e had some lacid intermisatons,
She next dectdod he was only bad

Yot when they ask'd her ror her depositions,
No sort of explanation could be had,

Save thit her duty both to mn and God :
Heguired tils conduet—whileh  soem'd very odd,

Lady Byron continues the story in the fol-
lowing words, not quoted by Mes, Stow:

SEL hos been argued that 1 parted from Lord Dyron

In perfect Hurmony : that feclings ineompatible with
any deep sense of fnjury lind dictated the jetter
which T addpossed to im; and that my Scatiments
st bave Lioen clhuanged by palon amd interiv-

W of

Penee whien T was tndey
Uy T

1Y pirents,

wsserilons and inferences are wholly destitule
of foundation. The accopnts given me after 1lert
Lord Byron by the persons (- constant interooumse
with him adided to those doubts which had Gefore

traopslettly oeotirred to iy mdnd, d= o the realily
of the nlleged digcase, and the reports of his mesdl-
cal attendant were  far from  ostablishing
exXiNtenve of nnvthing Ky lnnney, L neleer
this uncertainty, 1 deemed {v right to  com-
mnnieate 1 my parents that if T were 1o don-
siider Lord Byron's pust conduct as thiat of a
persomrol Sound mimd, nothing could lmiuee me to
return to him, 1t therefore appeared ex pedisnt soth
to them und myself to consult the aslest advisers,
For that objevt, and wso to obtain still farther infor-
mation respeoting appearances which seemed 1o in-
dleate mental derapgemaent, my mother determiined
10 go o London. She was cpowerad by me o take
legul opinio ma written statement of mioe, though
1l then repsons for reserving o parct of the cuse
from the knowledge even of my father amd mother,
Boing convinoed by the result of these inguiries, aod
by the tenor of Lord Dyrons procecdings, that the
notion of insanivy was an Hlusion, 1 no longer '

tated to puthorige such measures 42 were o
In order to sccure me [rom being ever |
plnced In his power, Conformaldy with this resoln-
tion, my [ather wrote o him on the 24 of Febrtary

the

v

to propose an amicable separation. Lord Beron at
firstrejectad this proposal ; bat when 18 wias (istd ¥
PO Lo Dby thhut 1Y pers nohis refospl re-
conrse pust e bad o legal m s, he agredd
sign o doerd of separntion. Upon appiyiog to 1
Lushington, who was inthoately acquainted with

the circomstances, 1o state o writing whnt e recol-
fected upon s aubjeat, 1 peccivold from
lollowing letter;, by which It will be 1 wy \
iy mother cannot have been actaated by any hostile
or ungenerois motives towoard Lord Byron:—

SNy Denr Lady Byron =T cun rely apon thie aeen-
racy of my mueinory for the following statement : —{
WHA Oy vonsulted by Loy Nool on vouy e
half wiille yon were in the country,  The olreains-

stances detniled by her were such ns  jnstificd o
Separation, bhut thev were not of that aggrivitod de-
sCriprion as to render suoeh o mensnre ndi=peisa)

On [.n I¥ Noels representation, 1 decied a recon
cliton with Lord Byron practicalde, and lelt, most

sincerely, n  wish tw  all In efecting ie,
There wis Hot, @l Laudy Noel's purt,
any  expggeration of the facts, nor so far as |
coulil  percdive, any  detérmination to pro

vent a return to Lord Byron; certainly nonie was ex-
pressod when 1 gpoke of a reconehiation.  When vou
came t town—in abonta fortnight, or perhaps more,
after my first interview with Lady Noel—I was [or
the first me informed by vour of facts ntterly un-
known, #8 1 have oo doubt, to Sir Halph and Lady
Novl, On receiving this additfonal Information my
opinion was entirely changed ; 1 cousidered u recons
clifution  imjpms Lo 1 dedlared my opinton, nid
added that, if such an iden should e ontertained, 1
conld not, either professionally or otherwise, take
Ay part towards efecting 1t Belleve e, very fattl
fully yours, STEVUEN LUSHINGTON,

Sareat George street, Jan. J1, 1800,

Whatever the secret charge brought for-
wiird at this interview may have been, it ia
evident that Dr. Lushington was persuaded
of its Lruth and its gravity. Lord Byron
always professed to be ignorant of the mo-
tives of his wife's conduct, and complained
that neither she nor her friends would make
any --I'l'l'lﬂl' "l”“'!-’." which wonld give ]_liru an
opportnuity of self-vindication or atongment.
He blamed himself seversly for his general
behavior, praised his wife in the warmest
terms, and declared that for a year he
chorished the hope of reconcilistion. DBut
later in life, when this hope had left him,
he  manifested an extremely  bitter
feeling towards his wife, nnd satirized her
with great coarseness in several of his poems.
If we are to suppose that he was sincere in
the expression of these various feelings—in
his hope of reconcilintion and in his subse-
quent bitterness—it will be very hard to be-
lieve that he had really been guilty of the
awful erime of which he is aeeused. Still
more difficult will it be to reconcile with the
consciounsness of sach guilt the following
lines, written a few months after the separ-
tion, **On hearing that Lady Byron was ill:”

I bave had many foes, but none like thee;
For ‘gaiust the rest myseif | could defend

And be avenged, or turn them into fricud;

But thon in gafe implacahility
Hast naught to dreud —in thy own weakrmess shilelded,
And in my love wideh hath but too muche §lelided,
And spured for thy sake some [ should pot apan
Aud thusupon the worlil-=trust in thy trath,

And the wiiad fame of my ungovern'd youth

O things that were not, and on things that are
Even upon such o basis hast thon Tl

A monument, whose coment kath been gulit!

The mornl Clytemnestra of thy Lond,
And hew'd down with an unguspectod sword,
Fumie, peace, and hope—and all the better He

W |-.|u-llr, bt tor thig cold treason of thy hoart,
Might still have risen (rom oot the grave of strife

vid found a notler daty than to purt,

MUS, LEIGH,

Mrs, Leigh, whose name is coupled with
the poet's in this horrible story, was his l:_»tl.l'
sister, and some five or six years his senior,
His father had run off to the continent with
the wife of Lord Carmarthen, and marriod
the lady after the Marquis hud obtained a di-
voree from her,  Angusta was the Uu])_' {rmt’
of this union, The poet was the offspring of
n second marringe. DBrother and mster did
not know each other—indeed they rarely met
—until after Augusta’s marriage to Colonel
Leigh., Then there sprang up between them
u very tender affection, nnd Byron spoke of
her as the person whom he loved best of all
ihe world, We find o passage in his diary,
under date of March 22, 1514, in which
speaking of & lady whom he had admired
at u party, he says:—“After all theve
way be something of  association in
this, She is a friend of Angusta's, and
whatever she loves I can’t help liking.”" And
again:—“‘Augusta wants me to make it up
with Ogrlisle. 1 have refused overy body
else, but I can't deny her anything; so I must
¢'en do it, though 1 biad as lief ‘drink up Eisel
—ent a crocodile.” Let me see—Ward, the
Hollands, the Lambs, Rogers, eto.—every-

: 8 : y
boty, more or less, have been trying for the
past iwo years to accommoidnte this conplet
quarre!, to no purpose. I shall laugh if
Aungusti, succeeds. Yet, if Mrs. Btowe's
story is true, it must have been about this
time thit the ‘‘adulterous intrigne” bhegan.
Such expressions in the diary do not savor of

. L1 "
it, still fda does the poems *‘To Augusta,

written soon after the separation, and Byron's
congequent dopartare from England:—

My sister| my sweot sister! if & name

Dearer and paror wore, it shiould be thine.
Mountaing and seas divide us, but 1 claim

NO tears, but tenderness to unawer mine,

Go where I will, to me thou art the saime—

A loved regret which I would not resign.

There yet are two things in my destiny, —

A world 1o rosm through, and a home with thee.

The first wis nothing—had 1 still the last

It were the haven of my happlness;

But other clalma and oiter tea thou hast,

.:lml ml.m- s not the 'wlnl: 1o make them less,
- L] .

I can reduoce all feolings but this one;

Andd that 1 wonuldl not:—for at longth 1 see

Buch spenes as those wherein my life began,

The earllest—even the oyly paths for me—

Had [t sooner lesrnt the crowid to shin,

1 had been better than | now can be:

The passions which have torn me would have slept ;
1 had not Mlm-r"tl. :ulll‘ thot: hadst not wepl.

For thee, my Own Swect sistor, In thy heart

I know myself secure, as thou in mine:

W were and are—]1 nim, ovoen as thon nrt—
Beings who pe'er each other can resign ¢

It (& the same, together or npare,

From 1Ue's commencement [o s slow deciino
We are entwined—let death come slow or fast,
The tie which boand the Orat endures the lost !

They never met afterward,

THE MISTARE OF A YEAR,

It is objected that either Mra, Stowe or
Ludy l'._'.'|,1-1'1 hins mde a misstateraent grave
enongh to east diseredit upon thewhole story,
in represonting that the adultorons intrigue
was. carried on for two yeurs after the mar-
ringe, wherens thetr wedded life lnsted only
one yoar, and immedintely after the Saparn-
fion Dwyron left England and never saw his
gister again. A more caroful rgading of the
mssage in question will show, we think, that
Mrs, Stowes stptement amounts merely to
this, that the intrigue lusted two years in all,
Flesewlhere she RAYH that it b ann before mar.
iRz o The following i3 the doubtfal s
BRI -

“Many women wonld have heon utterly
srreh o disclogure : some wanlil have
Iminedintely, aitd exposed and denonneed the erime,
Ludy Byron il neither. Whert oll the hope of
wornnnhood died out of her hontt, there arose within
her, stronger, purer, gnd  brighter, that  dmmortal
Kind of Jove such ns God fecls for the sinner—the
love of which Jesus spoke, aud whiteh holds the ope
wunderer of more aocount b Uie iaery amd oloe
who went not astray.  She would neither leave live
hugbianed por betray hith, nor would she for ote mo-
ment justily his sing and lence eame LWo vesra of

rushed by
ned ferom him

convulsive stroggle, In which, somdetimes, for 4
wille, the goodl angel seeml 1o n_ground,
and then the evil ope retuened with sevenfold yehe-
mence,

By n singnlar mistake the critics almost
universally have understood this to be a two
yonrs' “eonvulsive struggle” in Lady Byron's
own breast. or hetween Lady Byron and her
husbaud, It will be geen, howoever, that Mys,
Stowe “”‘.\. l'l‘]\]'i‘!-i"llf‘- ll‘.i- lnn-{ h]“]\,.[:' s
struggling two years with his sin, It is el
sily eXpr sed, but the ar,

informant—probabdy did not me
to say that the strugale lasted for two VUiry
alter Ludy Byron discovered the jntrigue.

wriley

Mo, her

LADY RYRON'S CHARACTER,

As to L;u{_\' l'::\'!'“'ti'-\ character thore nre
hardly two opinions, Mrs, Stowe, we dare
50Y, does not rate her too high, The l;\t(‘i‘\'
pullshed ** Diary and Correspondence of
Henry Crablb Robinson” containg frequent
mention of her as she was during the period
of Mrs, Stowe's intimacy, in the latter part of
her life. ‘1 econsider lher, '.".i_\“'! this acute
observer, “*one of the Lest women of the day,
Her means and her good-will are both great.
‘She lives to do good, says Dr, King, and |
believe this to be true,” . . . I was
mnch pleased with Lady Byron. She is a very
remarkable woman, and is most generous and
high-minded.”

HEER MENTAL CONDITION.

Dr, King writes to Robinson in Febraary,
185 —"Lady Byron is now quite recoyvered.
She is always feeble, and obliged to husband
her strength and ealealate her powers; but
ber mind is ever intact, pure, nnd lofty, It
seems to pour forth its streams of benevo.
lence and judgment even from the sick-bed;
o perennial fonntain.  Her state of mind has
always given me confidence in her severest
illuesses. Yet her power of bearing fatigue
occasionally, as during the illness and death
of her daughter, 15 a8 wonderful,”

As afe s thoe year 1856 (the date of the
Stowe disclosures) we tind letters from Lady
Byron to Robinson which are far from indi-
cating any deeay of her mental facnltiss,
Here is one in which she speaks of her hus-
band;

LADY BYRON ON HER AUSBAND'S CHARACTER,

Brianron, March 6, 1=s86.—1 recollect only those
passages of Dr. Kennedy's book which bedr upan
the oplulong of Lord DByron, Strange as It may
sevim, Dr. Kennedy 8 most faithiol where you doubt
hig being so. Not merely from casinl @xpressions,
but from the whole tenor of Lord Byron's feelings,
I conld nor but conclude e wis g bellever in the in-
spirations of the Bible, and hoad  the gloomivst Cal-
vinistic tenets, To that unhappy view of the relu.
tiop of the creature to the Oreator 1 have asoribed
the miserv.of hig life, * ’ . . . . .

It is enough for me to remember that he who thinks
| his transgressions besond forgie- ness (and sueh wiss
L s own decpest feeling), das righteousness beyond
it of the seif-satisfied sinner; or, perhaps, of the
' hu.(-ll\\'llkrlu--.l. It was lmpossible for me to doubt
that, coulid he have been ol onve assured of purdon,
Iis living foith in o moral daty and love of virtue
\ (**1 love the virtues which I cannot Claim™ would
have  congquered  every  templation. Judge,
then, how 1 mugt  hate  the  Creed  which
mude Wim see God as an Avenger, uot a Futher, My
own Impreskions wore just the reverse, bat coulil
Dave Hitle welght, and iU was in vain 1o seek to tam
his thoughts for long from that élee pxe With which
he conpected WIS physical pocullarity 48 & stap,
Instedad of bedng made happler by any apparent gomi,
he felt convineed thiat every blessing wold e
Saarned Into 4 curse” 1o o, Who, possessad by
such lleas, oonld lend o life of love and servioe 1
God or man? They must in a measure realize therm-
welves. “The worst of (0is T do bellove,” e sulid,
I, ke all conuected with hl, was broken agalnst
] the rock of Predestination, 1 may be pardonsd for
1
|

referring to his frequent expression of the senti-
ment thut 1T was only gent to show nlm the happl-
negs he was forbidden 1o enjey. You will now bot-
ter understand why *“The Deformed Transformesd '
1% too pulnful to me for discussion.
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